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SUBJECT: SUEZ CANAL TRANSITS BY NAVAL VESSELS 
REF: STATE 245022 

i, WHEN WITH FAHMY LAST NIGHT, I TOLD HIM ABOUT 
OUR REACTION TO THE MFA'S NOTE ON SUEZ CANAL 
TRANSITS BY NAVAL VESSELS. I RECALLED THAT I HAD 
EARLIER WORKED OUT AN ARRANGEMENT WITH GAMASY 
WHEREBY WE SEND INFORMAL LETTERS TO THE SCA, WITH 
A COPY TO THE MINISTRY OF WAR, ABOUT ANY EXPECTED 
US NAVAL VESSEL TRANSITS. GAMASY HAD 
INDICATED THIS WAS A PERFECTLY AGREEABLE ARRANGEMENT 
AND WE HAVE BEEN WORKING ON THAT BASIS EVER 
SINCE WITHOUT A PROBLEM. 

2. 1 POINTED OUT WE COULD NOT AGREE TO PROVIDE 
SOME OF THE INFORMATION REQUESTED IN THE MFA NOTE. 
SPECIFICALLY, WE CANNOT AGREE TO INDICATING 
PORT, FUTURE DESTINATION OR GIVE A LENGTHY 
ADVANCE NOTICE. WE WILL, OF COURSE, PROVIDE 
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EGYPTIAN REQUEST TO PROVIDE ETA AT STRAITS 
OF GUBAL, I NOTED THIS IS A LOS MATTER WHICH 
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH SUEZ CANAL TRANSIT. TO 
DO SO WOULD BE INCONSISTENT WITH EXISTING RIGHTS 
OF NAVIGATION UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

3. FAHMY INDICATED TOTAL UNAWARENESS OF SUCH A NOTE. 

WHO HAD SENT IT? I TOLD HIM I ASSUMED THAT, 

SINCE IT CAME FROM THE MFA, HE HAD SENT IT 
OR THAT IT WAS SENT WITH HIS AUTHORITY. HE DENIED 
EVER HAVING SEEN IT OR APPROVING IT. WHEN I 
EXPLAINED IT WAS A CIRCULAR NOTE, HE SURMISED 
MFA LEGAL DEPARTMENT MUST HAVE SENT IT, 

BUT PROBABLY AT THE BEHEST OF SOME INTERESTED 
MINISTRY LIKE THE MINISTRY OF WAR. BEFORE 
GIVING US ANY COMMENTS, HE FIRST WANTED TO CHECK 
WITH GAMASY TO ASCERTAIN WHAT MIGHT HAVE PROMPTED 
THE NOTE. HE WOULD THEN BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO 
TALK TO US ABOUT IT. 

4. 1 TOLD HIM I SAW NO POINT IN SENDING A REPLY, 

BUT THAT WE WOULD CONTINUE OUR INFORMAL LETTERS 
AND PROVIDE AS MUCH OF THE REQUESTED INFORMATION 
AS POSSIBLE. IN FACT, WE HAD ALREADY BEGUN 
TO DO SO. I HOPED HE WOULD UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, 

THAT THERE IS SOME INFORMATION WHICH WE CANNOT 
PROVIDE THEM AND THE REASONS FOR THIS. 

5. COMMENT: FOR THE MOMENT THE BALL IS IN THE 
EGYPTIAN COURT. I DO NOT PROPOSE TO PRESS THEM FURTHER 
ON THIS MATTER, BUT WILL WAIT AND SEE IF THEY COME 

UP WITH SOME EXPLANATION FOR THE NOTE. IF THEY 

DO, AND DEPENDING ON WHAT THAT EXPLANATION 

MAY BE, WE CAN CONSIDER WHAT IF ANY FURTHER STEPS MAY BE 

DESIRABLE. 

6. FOOTNOTE: AL-BAZ CALLED A FEW MINUTES AGO SAYING HE HAS BEEN 
UNABLE TO ASCERTAIN ON WHOSE AUTHORITY OR AT WHOSE BEHEST THE MFA 
NOTE WAS SENT. HE ASKED THAT WE SEND HIM A COPY. WE WILL DO SO. 
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